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Buddha was in such a monastery, surrounded with his
disciples, he spoke as follows, &c.

It is not improbable that some of these stories may have
been told by Gaudama for the two following purposes:
First, to impress his hearers with a profound respect for
his incomparable wisdom, which enabled him to penetrate
into the dee.]) recesses of the past, and to bring to light
some events hitherto buried in its dark bosom. The second
and principal object lie had in view was to give some
important lessons to his disciples, to correct some of their
defects; and stir up others to the practice of the highest
deeds which he had himself performed during former
existences. On his respect Gaudama followed the practice
of all Eastern sages, who had recourse to the use of parables,
similitudes, apologues, &c., iiiorder to convey, under agentle,
amiable, graceful, and interesting form, the most important
instructions, designed to enlighten the mind and correct
the heart.

The collection or compilation comprises most of those
fables that are to be met with amongst most of the Asiatic
nations, whence they have found their way to Europe, first
among the Greeks, and next the Western nations. The
writer has been not a little surprised to find in that collec-
tion a number of fables the very same as those so inimi-
tably narrated by the great French fabulist, the good La
Fontaine. This is another confirmation to the old adage,
There is nothing new under the sun.

These stories have certainly an Indian origin; at least
the Burmans have received them, as almost all the things
that are connected with their religion, from that quarter.
Under despotic governments, the plain and naked truth
cannot show itself, or make its voice to be heard, without
exposing its friends to the most imminent dangers on
the part of those tyrants who practically maintain that
their will must ever stand above truth and reason. Stories
nicely told were the pleasing and innocent but necessary
dress which that sacred goddess was obliged to wear in